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Letter from
the Superintendent
Greetings!

I am excited and honored to 
have been selected by the School 
Board to serve as Superintendent 
of Prince Edward County Pub-
lic Schools, and I look forward 
to the opportunity to work with 
each one of you as a team, serv-
ing the educational needs of all 
students, and providing the high-
est quality opportunities for all 
the children of our community. 
One of our many strengths is 
the dedicated and talented team 
of outstanding education profes-
sionals and support staff mem-
bers. Working together, we will successfully implement the Vision 
statement and Goals established by the School Board.

Vision
To become a high performing school division that prepares a 

diverse population with 21st century skills to become life-long 
learners who are responsible and productive citizens in a global 
society.

Goals
Improve academic achievement for all students while closing 

the achievement gap;
Provide strong home, school, business and community engage-

ment that supports community engagement;

Please see Superintendent, page 2
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Young scientists
Prince Edward County Middle School Science Fair winners are (front) Claire 
Utzinger, a blue ribbon winner for her project on the effect of temperature 
on the solubility of salt in water; Skylyn Ferguson, a red ribbon winner for 
her project on moisture and mold in bread; Kathryn Andersen, a blue rib-
bon winner for her project on dogs’ sense of smell; Lorenzo Simmons, a 
white ribbon winner for his project on the aerodynamics of paper airplanes; 
and (back) Erin Copeland, a red ribbon winner for her project on the taste 
of flour in wheat and white breads; Diamond Welton-Boxley, a blue ribbon 
winner for her project on saltwater evaporation; Joe Kingsley, a red rib-
bon winner for his project on how chickens lay eggs; Brandon Blackburn, a 
red ribbon winner for his project on the speed of ketchup; Marcos Hicks, a 
white ribbon winner for his project on volcanoes. Not pictured is white rib-
bon winner Zovoris Simmons. Ms. Julia Britt, PECMS assistant principal, is 
coordinator of the Science Fair.

Singers Jonnie and Brookie 
to perform for PECES students

Jonnie and Brookie are coming 
to the Elementary School! The two 
sisters, recently voted Radio Dis-
ney’s Next Big Thing, will be per-
forming for the entire Elementary 
School on Friday, May 7, at the 
Middle School gym. 

Jonnie and Brookie travel the 
country playing at school assem-
blies, concerts, and churches. Ac-
cording to their web site, their 
mission is “to be good role models 
for our youth and to show them 
that it’s cool to help others, have 
good character and to make a dif-
ference.”

The sisters each play guitar, 

drums, and piano and their music 
has a pop feel. Their most recent 
CD, “For Better,” features songs 
they have written.

The concert was arranged as part 
of an ongoing partnership between 
Prince Edward County Elementary 
School and the Southside Virginia 
Family YMCA, where as many as 
50 to 75 elementary school stu-
dents go every day after school and 
enjoy a variety of activities, includ-
ing swimming, planting a garden, 
and watching movies. 

Jonnie and Brookie will be 
performing a second show at the 
YMCA on May 8 at 2:30.

Lee earns USAFA appointment
Prince Edward County High 

School senior Russell Hamner Lee 
has received an appointment to the 
United States Air Force Academy. 
USAFA trains Air Force officers 
and is one of the nation’s most se-
lective universities, admitting only 
about 1,300 of 10,000 applicants 
each year. Russell received his 
Congressional nomination from 
Congressman Tom Perriello.

Russell is a member of the 
PECHS Air Force Junior ROTC pro-
gram. He said he has wanted to be 

a fighter pilot 
since child-
hood and 
was encour-
aged to apply 
to USAFA by 
his JROTC 
instructor, 
LTC Edward 
Gray.

Russell is 
the son of Mrs. Beverly M. Booth 
of Farmville and Mr. Stephen A. 
Lee of Farmville.
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Establish schools that are safe, orderly, nurturing, and sup-
portive of quality teaching;

Build capacity of the school division through an infrastructure 
of support for teaching and learning;

Hire, support, and retain highly qualified teachers and staff;
Establish a positive, healthy, and inviting school culture condu-

cive to learning.

As an educational community, we face big challenges in our ongo-
ing work of educating children.

First and foremost, the current economic climate in Virginia is plac-
ing severe pressure on education to do more with less and to drasti-
cally reduce budgets, while at the same time maintain the standard of 
quality and excellence that we are proud to uphold.  This challenge 
gets more difficult each year, and we must continue to find creative 
ways to build school budgets that minimize the impact on our children 
and teachers, even as the revenue for schools continues to shrink.

The  immediate challenges confronting us are the sanctions imposed 
on Prince Edward County High School by the federal government for 
failing to show the required improvement in reading and math scores 
for two years in a row.  The School Board and professional staff mem-
bers have already begun the steps in the required process that will 
lead to gains in student achievement.  Some of these required steps 
are profound, and will lead to improved student achievement.  Many 
of the changes to be implemented will also bring long-term improve-
ments that will improve the education of our children.

The only way that we can effectively find or create the solutions 
to these big challenges is to work together as a team, since no single 
individual has all of the answers.  We will be successful, and we have 
many successes on which to build. Those successes are due to the 
dedication, hard work, and commitment of all members of our profes-
sional and support staff.

It is both an exciting and challenging time to be an educator.  I look 
forward to getting to know each of you, and I look forward to our 
positive, productive relationship on behalf of all of the children of 
Prince Edward County.

Sincerely,
K. David Smith, Ed. D.
Superintendent

Superintendent, continued from page1

PECHS sets new schedule
Prince Edward County High 

School will institute a new sched-
ule for the 2010-2011 school year, 
replacing the present 4-by-4 block 
schedule. Students will continue to 
take eight courses per year, but the 
courses will be taught year-long. 

The schedule was developed by 
a panel of teachers and administra-
tors from the High School, after 
meetings with the faculty and in 
consultation with an external con-
sultant.

Why has PECHS chosen to go to 
year-long classes?

School officials believe that 
shorter class periods, meeting all 
year, rather than for only one se-
mester, will prepare students better 
for end-of-course testing, especial-
ly for the SOL and AP tests. They 
also believe that the shorter class 
periods will make better use of in-
structional time, especially for stu-
dents with shorter attention spans.

How often will SOL tests be ad-
ministered?

Only once per year, in May. SOL 
tests will no longer be given in De-
cember.

Why will each course meet only 
four times per week, and not ev-
ery day?

Four class meetings per week 
satisfy the state requirement for 
the number of “clock hours” spent 
in the classroom for each course.
There is not sufficient time to meet 
eight classes daily, without length-
ening the school day.

Is this an alternating day sched-
ule?

No. While several days each 
week are similar, it is a five-day 
schedule.

What if a day is missed for in-
clement weather?

The schedule always follows 
the day of the week. If a Tuesday 
is missed because of snow, for 
example, and the students return 
to school on Wednesday, they fol-
low the Wednesday schedule. If so 
many days are missed that Satur-
day make-up days are scheduled, 
the principal will designate the 
schedule for that day based on 

which day of the week was missed 
most often.

Will students still be able to 
take college classes with the new 
schedule?

Yes, but as with the current 
schedule, careful planning will be 
necessary. In the new schedule, 
Blocks 1 and 2 always meet con-
secutively, as do Blocks 3 and 4. 
College classes could be scheduled 
Tuesday and Thursday during these 
blocks without missing other class 
time. College classes could also be 
scheduled during Blocks 1 and 2 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Fri-
day, if the student makes use of the 
resulting available time on Tuesday 
and Thursday to make up work that 
would be missed in Friday morning 
high school classes.

What about students who attend 
the Governor’s School or the Sci-
ence and Engineering Academy?

Two class periods have been 
dedicated to afternoon times and 
at least one additional period can 
be adjusted to accommodate those 
students returning to PECHS from 
other programs.

What about CTE classes that 
meet for more than one period 
daily?

Vocational and technical classes 
that require longer periods of time 
in the classroom can be “double-
blocked” in several different ways, 
especially during Periods 1 and 
2, during Periods 3 and 4, or dur-
ing non-consecutive class periods 
when appropriate.

What if a senior needs to take two 
more foreign language courses to 
complete an Advanced Studies 
Diploma?

That should be a problem only 
for the first year of the new sched-
ule, and steps are being taken to ac-
commodate the students affected. 
Once the student is scheduled for 
both foreign language courses next 
year, in two blocks, the teacher can 
teach the lower level course in both 
blocks in the first semester and the 
higher level course in the second 
semester. Independent study cours-
es may be an option in some cases.

How does a student make up a 
course he fails?

PECPS is planning a summer 
school credit recovery program in 
English and mathematics on cam-
pus for students in Grades 9 and 10. 
Project Graduation at Randolph-
Henry High School will serve stu-
dents in Grades 11 and 12.

Are there any changes to home-
room, Channel 1 news, and 
lunch?

A five-minute homeroom will 
meet daily with the first period of 
the day for attendance and morn-
ing announcements. There will 
continue to be three lunch sessions, 
during the fourth block of the day. 
The Channel 1 news program will 
be televised at the end of each day. 

Frequently asked questions


